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Seasons: Gu,atm \

Seasons in Guatemsla ere differentiated &m the besis of rainfall, not
on temperature. The monthly rarge in temperdtuve is slight, e.g. during
Jamuary, the coldest month, Guatemala City Has en. average temperature of
epproximately 61 degrees vhile in May, the’hottest month, the average
temperatiure is 60 degrees. On the other band; there are significant
differences between the seasons from the standpoint of, rainfall.

There are fwo peasons in Guatemsla -- g raf &y
' . , - ny and & dry. The rainy
;easoa, though it occurs during months of northern hemlsptsre summer iz
ocally called invierno (literally, "winter"), whereas the dry season of
the true winter sonths is called verano (" summer™). - s

- The rainy sesson is eme of fraqﬁant-cléudiuéss ' overcas o
. . - 4 ! v st and fo,
as well as almost daily afternoon rain. In the Pac%.f%g:’emt ares and tgé
highlands, the relny sesson generelly extends from May through Octcber.
On the Caribbean coast, it rains heavily all year except for a relatively

drier p%erigd‘duﬂ_,ng Febrvary, March, end the first half of April,

The port of San José on the Pacifie coest receives an everage annual
rainfall of approximately €0 inches, most of which falls durihgagm months
of May through October. Tuere is en average of fifty rainy days, or, more
accurataly, fifty rainy afternoons, during this season. The rains
generally taper off rather sharply during November (with an aversge of -

extremsly dry.

- At Bants Ysabel, e few miles inland from San Jooé at an eleva |
_ i ) tion
of about 2,000 feet, precipitation 1s considersbly more ebumdant. T
total annuel rainfall everages approximately 96 inches. The rainfell
regime, or seasonal distribution, is similar to that of San José with a

only five days of rain), and Decenber, January, February, end March arg

- pronounced dry season beginning in Hovember and endinz in the latter

rart of April. Jume is the wettest month of the year, but there is a

secondary meximum rainfall pericd in September and October.

_ Guatemala City, located inland and at an elevati

e on of 4,855 feet

has dry and wet seagons of almost equal length; May 1s the f{r;cs.- -
gonth og e rainy eeason that terminates during October. As at both

an Jose and Sante Ysabel, June and September are the wettest months.

The total rainfoll at Guotemala City averages sbout 52 inches per year;

. 93 percent of this precipitation falls during the Mey-to-October rainy

geason. .

San Antonio,’ in the western highlands of Gmm}w northveat of
CoatepCque and pear the Mexican border, has an annval rainfall of sbout
175 inches. The rainy ssascn, &s in other paxrts of the country, begins
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S t;e“gg;eﬁt:ﬁg ;:1 October hut there ere two,significant differences in
e Toiny sesson med 1o tnn (DSFe 18 uiich move precipitatich both in the
P - months 'e'acg ;n the drier season. June and September are ‘the wettest
LA the driéstmon?ﬁ%? ﬁeahmout_ xminehelg oz-,i‘gin Py ﬁmwer,mw:n |
ORS - iy . ® eives an D .0 ‘
o and the total rainfall vf°_3' the "ary" b‘d.diub_ir?iqawnge:n g‘; grmt::..of :

3 munmﬁ:@::d tgz lﬁshlsm paralleling the Pacific coast amd the Cobdn
15 o relatively oo :.;hat_ extend westward from the Gulf of Honduras there
ares, alitoncs)ioy,belt. Seland might be considersd ne typical of tne
Aty aough terrain differences frequently cause differsnt '
o to tanen W thn.nhnrt distances, The peasons in Salamd gre very similer
‘ from Fovember o P“:&f’:ﬂv mentioned locetions, that 1s, e dry period
the total?m' mmint aﬂﬂ» folloved by & six-month rainy seascn. Hovever
e " Juna 18 the wortare @versges only slightly more than 30 inches ’
SRRt e e T D,
» in the area to the south of - Satas ’ngy h::a;mm concercing the precipitation

S ' "The erea north of Cobdn, on'tiig other hand, ie mm.m@amngtm

of ths ceuntry. ma. of , -
ERSTL R AT,

Senpardeon of Chimax with Gubilouits (s few milos to the north) .

& good example of hoy fragtically , i
: g e the climate v o

iﬁmtmiwiumm distances. e ssasomality 16 cintlar
 the driest. Hovever, the por o' DULLS the vetiest monthe sud March
i TR er, total anrual rainfall ‘.D.‘_!’: G\lbilqu 1?»813 eR

epproximtely 157 inches, or abogt €0 -
Chtaay, 7 177 105068, OF ahout 60 tnches more taan 1 received at

, : - mantioned ."'ﬁ."_’;l’? for the fuct that the dry ssasen

T e moantell total 1s recetved during the "ary® semmcr e bt

RS ». 800 April. Precipitation du » - - 8,
R hafgv;, particularly in. Jg];“:;gnogm,thgom? months is frequent end

R AN
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_ \ ")  fret n t nd Bnlf
| m’”“oiﬁi’fﬁiiﬁs wnhéchgie t:;: °°@§tima-"‘rmina hiddsn for :gv;mril
_€Ven @ weak. i imes a light, ‘drizzling rain (or dr :
fgg‘);lm the so0il evan more . in*»enaive;y'g,h Zhan he;v;g m: d;:f:gl:hng
pabie gome Toads intendsd for sutcaohile taffic ecmetizes bovoms
bimpaauiu abla 6;@ unless they h;:a t_ggbud rock foundation or sra -
froquently and rogularly flooged, | LT A% VEst arens are.
Thumierwm are quite fr que s toe mimr . 4 but
21y -t@ Irequent during the 8 '
rare during the dey period. Ihey also are more fr‘mtfﬁéwtx&a

of the rainy season then in others: '
ers; their numder decr
&8 soon es the t_@poraleg begin m’the secord half of?égarﬁiﬁigﬁf
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